Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. I will warn you, that I do not use short sentences. I will endeavor to work on this over time, but I don’t naturally write that way. However, you can easily break most of my longer sentences into 2 or 3 smaller ones where I have “…” or “–“ or commas. If you do the work on making it into smaller sentences – feel free to email it to me, and I am happy to share your work with others. I do have some of these available which people have sent me. I will eventually make them available as part of the normal manuscripts.

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. SERIOUSLY, READ IT OUTLOUD. You will also see that I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible to help you keep your place. However, you will probably want to increase the spacing between lines. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 

Song before the Service: 1B
Call to Worship ??
We are here to worship God, because: OUR Help is in the name of the Lord, the maker of the Heavens & the Earth.  God greets you with His grace:May Grace & Peace be yours thru the knowledge of the Triune God, x3. Amen
 Let us now Worship our God as we sing a * Song of Praise Psalm 144     “All praise to the Lord”  
Please turn in your Bibles to our reading of God’s law and instructions for believers from Ephesians 4:17-32
These instructions for believers follow some of the clearest teaching about our salvation being purely by faith according to God’s gift and grace! So, the Apostle is not in the slightest teaching works salvation here – rather, God required the Apostle Paul to explain to us what the children of God should look like – how we should act!
 And WE ARE ALL convicted! You haven’t lived this way as much as you ought! But that doesn’t mean that you are unsaved, it is simply a reminder of HOW genuine faith ought to be worked out in daily life. So, when you recognize how you have failed, humble yourselves as dearly loved Children before your Heavenly Father – ask for His grace! Recognize your sin, and let’s confess it before the Lord as we come to a prayer of confession/supplication:
Let us respond to God’s grace and forgiveness in Christ by singing: Psalm 33 vs.1,2,4,6
And Now we come to our time of Congregational prayer:
SCRIPTURE READING: 1 Corinthians 12:11-27,                              2 Corinthians 1:3-11
Let’s worship the Lord now, with His tithes & our additional free will offerings (Deacons)
Let us continue to worship as we sing: # 62 
“My soul finds rest in God alone” vs 1,4,5,8 
Scripture Reading/Text:       Philippians 1:27-2:11 (2-4)
Sermon Title:
“Joyful Gift of Unity”
* Song of Response:
501 “Take my life and let it be”  
May God the Father bless you & keep you, May God the Son turn His face toward you & be gracious to you,
May the Holy Spirit lift up his countenance upon you & give you peace! Amen








Doxology: 
Psalm #523
Morning Sermon: “The Joyful Gift of Unity”




Philippians #11
Text: Philippians 1:27-2:11 (2-4)  
Reading:  1 Corinthians 12:11-27, 2 Corinthians 1:3-11
Introduction:
Children – have you ever had a group of friends who got angry at one another – 2 or 3 of you decided not to play with 1 or 2 others for no particular reason? That happens sometimes… Children just decide that they want to play with 3 instead of 4 or 5… and so they shut others out. Now, it isn’t wrong to have particular friends. But is it wrong to shut others out for selfish reasons! Or to keep people out because you selfishly can’t be bothered to welcome them in…

Both of these things happen in churches just as often as it happens with small children! We are normally pretty quick to tell children to play nice, and to welcome newcomers. But then we adults do the same thing! We leave events quickly, or don’t show up to things thereby avoiding others – We often are guilty of NOT “playing nice”. We wonder why our children have issues… your actions are teaching your children how to act! 
This conflict between your needs and the needs of others is a constant struggle in life and in the church. And yet, in Christ, you have been given certain foundational gifts of comfort, encouragement, love and compassion – which should drive you to act differently towards each other. Therefore, it is important for God’s people to work hard at developing unity in the Church – because we need to fight against division. 








And this is something which Paul addresses in our text for this morning.
(Review) Last week, we began looking at chapter 2, by examining the Therefore and If’s of vs.1. We saw that Paul was building on this idea of living in a manner worthy of the Gospel of Christ. And you will be able to live this life to which you are called in Christ IF you have these 4 foundational gifts… And all of these gifts were given to you in Christ!

I neglected to mention it – but What is your only Comfort/Encouragement in life and in Death? That you are not your own, but belong, Body and Soul, to your faithful Savior Jesus Christ… There is Encouragement in Christ! 

God the Father does communicate His love to us in sending Christ to live, die and rise again for our sins! He does console us with His love!











EVERY One of you who has Put your faith in Jesus Christ was only able to do so, because of your fellowship with the Spirit of God! And God’s Spirit equips you for life and godliness through applying to your hearts and minds the Word of God (which is the Father’s consolation of love)!







In these precious gifts which are given to you in the Gospel – you come to know the Affection and Compassion of your God – through the love and compassion of God’s people for one another! 
And … AS we saw from 2 Corinthians 1, God intends you to share those gifts, affection and compassion with each other! IT is to flow out from you, to all those around you! AND THAT is what Paul goes on to explain in our text for this morning. As we’ll learn: God’s gifts to you in Christ lead to unity, selfless love, and humble service!
  We will explore that under 2 headings:
 
I. The Gift of Accountability
II. The Basics of Unity 
Let’s begin with:

I. The Gift of Accountability      
(REPEAT)
Now, before we go any further, I want to make it very clear that Paul doesn’t anywhere slam the Philippians for a lack of unity. I mean, Paul doesn’t rebuke them like he did the Corinthians for following Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas or Christ. Rather, I believe he is dealing with a threat to their unity by very positively teaching and training them in what Unity should look like personally and corporately.  
Later in chapter 4, we will see a note about a conflict between two women, and that might have been the threat which Paul was beginning to address here. 


However, he shows us how to address such conflict in a personal way. He doesn’t just open the letter and begin tongue-lashing them or Bible-bashing them about what they are doing wrong. No! Instead, Paul began the book with grace, love and prayers. He explained his investment in them and his appreciation for them and their love towards him. Paul goes out of his way to make sure that the Philippians know that Paul loves them, and that he appreciates their love as well… and ONLY THEN did he begin to address the topic of their threatened Unity. 


Now, you might be wondering, what I mean by this… Why am I coming at it from this angle. Well, Hopefully, you were here and you remember the sermon from several weeks ago on vs.27-30 of chapter 1. 
Because there in vs.27, we saw the first instance of Paul exercising accountability with the Philippians. 
What did he say? READ vs.27

GET THIS – Paul’s initial call to worthy lives of unity in the church – came in the context of his relationship with them. He encouraged them to obey because whether he came or not, he would eventually hear how they were doing and he wanted to hear that they were obeying and serving God in Unity!  He wanted them to have one spirit and one mind together in the church.

Several weeks ago, we explored that strange phenomenon where you and I don’t actively remember that God is always with us. You don’t remember that the Holy Spirit is seeing everything you see. The Holy Spirit hears what you listen to. The Holy Spirit knows what you are thinking… even right now! But you and I don’t think about that very much. So, God in His infinite wisdom didn’t make you a Christian to stand alone. Rather, God designed you to be joined to others in the church – because you & I respond to personal relationships. 




Mutual Accountability with a fellow Christian teaches you to be more aware and active in obeying God. If you know that someone will ask you about your devotional reading of the Bible or your prayer times, then you become more diligent in reading the Word and in prayer! As I said before, have you ever noticed how much more diligent you get in your faith when you know the elders are coming for a home visit next week?! You might be embarrassed, but you don’t need to be. God designed you as a part of the body of Christ, and you need accountability to hold you faithful! 

Here in Philippians chapter 2, As Paul begins to explain and require unity in the church… WHAT DOES HE SAY? HE says, MAKE MY JOY COMPLETE, By being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.


Paul is holding the Philippians accountable! WE have already looked at the depth of feeling between Paul and the church in Philippi in chapter 1. Paul held them near and dear, and he prayed for them fervently. And they had loved Him too. And Paul leveraged his relationship to encourage them in godliness!

Have you ever noticed how sometimes you do things for your friends or family, that you wouldn’t normally do? Perhaps you have been out with a friend or loved one, and they wanted you to try something new or something which you didn’t like (some new food or activity)… and you kept saying, “No!” until your loved one said, “Come on, please – do it for me!” And then you decided to do it – “Okay, I don’t want to, but I will do it this once – for you!”
That is a beautiful thing! And Paul actually gives the only command in these verses in those words – MAKE My Joy Complete. He is begging, requiring, commanding them – to be unified, if only for their relationship with Paul! And yet, as we saw last week – vs.1 was all about the Triune God and the Gospel, wasn’t it?! 


So, What is Paul doing? He is leveraging everything (in the Gospel and thru his accountability relationship with this church) to encourage God’s people to Unity!

And that brings us to our Second point:

II. The Basics of Unity        (REPEAT)
Look at vs. 2-4 again

vs.2 – How do you do that? Vs.3-4
 Several weeks ago, when we looked at vs.27 and following, we explored what it meant to have one spirit and one mind, striving together for the Gospel. And the words of vs.2 are very similar. Both verses are talking about your working together with fellow Christians in the church for the sake of spreading the Gospel and advancing God’s Kingdom. 
But there is a slightly different idea implied here which I didn’t touch on last time. If I told you that some twins had the same heart – you would think of conjoined or Siamese twins right?! (The term Siamese twins comes from a famous set of conjoined twins from Siam who were in a circus in the 1800s.) But Siamese or conjoined twins share organs sometimes because they are united in body in some way. When God calls you to have the same mind, he is referring to this idea that you are not individual or alone. You are a part of the Body of Christ. We are the members, but Christ is the head of the body. We have the Mind of Christ.
If you are CHRIST MINDED – then you will be united with your brothers and sisters in the faith, serving the Lord in harmony! And so often the response of our hearts is to cry out: HOW?! How can we live in unity with people who are so different from us? How can we be united when we don’t want to or feel like it?
Vs.3-4 Explain! READ IT AGAIN with me
 The word of vs.3 translated selfishness is the exact same word used back in chapter 1 in vs.17, to describe the preaching of those who were trying to hurt Paul. Paul said in chapter 1 that he would rejoice that Christ was being preached, but in case you thought there was an ambiguity about preaching Christ with bad motives, here you go! Paul says, DO NOTHING (especially don’t preach) based on your own selfishness to put yourself forward!

Pride, conceit and ambition for your own name should NEVER be a driving force for your success or service. RATHER, in humility you should count others as more significant than yourself! The essence of true Christian unity and unity of purpose in the church is when you don’t do anything to get noticed. Rather, everything you do is founded upon this principle that others are more important than you are!

Now, that goes against the grain doesn’t it?! OFTEN, when there is a slight discrepancy or inequality with attention or reward or importance in the church – People get upset! I have actually heard from some people in Reformed Churches say that new people were not as important as founding members! Or… People who work hard in the church shouldn’t get any more recognition or appreciation than everyone else! For some bizarre reason, you and I react to inequality, because we selfishly want the recognition or attention for ourselves instead of for Christ or others. THE SOLUTION TO THIS IS SIMPLE: You and I need to get this radical idea into our mind and thinking: I AM NOT THE MOST IMPORTANT PERSON, EVERYONE ELSE’S NEEDS ARE MORE IMPORTANT THAN MINE. 


(in just a moment I will ask you to say that with me, I will repeat it once more… (2nd time). Now, repeat that with me: I am not the most important person, everyone else’s needs are more important than mine.

You and I must consider OTHERS as more important than ourselves! That is an important part of every member’s life in the congregation – So, this is as important for Petchells, Bradleys, and Posthumas as it is for the Wilsons, Kims and Victors! Whether you have been here for 30 years or only a few months – we are of equal value before God, and EVERYONE ELSE is more important than you are! And all of you are more important than me!

If every single one of you, including myself, thought this way: we would be so filled with love, joy, & sacrificial service that the community would be knocking down our door to figure out why! And we could point them to Christ!

When you have this mindset of EVERYONE Else’s importance… it transforms your service and the way you spend your time. Because you would willingly trade your time and needs for those of someone more important. 
Think about it… If you were planning to take a night to get ready for work, or you had a plan to relax with a movie – but an opportunity to meet and serve the Prime Minister or the Queen came up – you would do it! You would give up your needs/plans to help this very important person who asked for your help. LOOK LEFT FOR A MOMENT… Now LOOK Right… Everyone you saw – is more important than you! Does your life reflect that?

That failure is probably why Paul added vs.4 – READ


How are you caring for one another in the church? Now, some of you have tender consciences and perhaps you are worried at this point. RELAX and realistically consider: Are you helping with LABS, Cadets or GEMS? Are you helping with Sunday School or Catechism? Are you serving on the BOM or in leadership in some way? Do you come and encourage one another in prayer with the prayer meeting – it has been growing recently – Praise the Lord! Keep it up! Do you come to worship twice each Sunday to help each other worship the MOST IMPORTANT person of All – the Triune God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit? Do you at least stay after the service to speak with fellow Christians and share together? OR Do you take advantage of the Fellowship Groups? ARE YOU connected to a fellow believer in accountability? Holding them accountable for their struggles in the faith, and being open and honest about yours?


You and I need to be involved in these things! We can’t do them all… But your conscience will most often accuse you when you aren’t doing what you should. But your conscience needs to be informed by the Word of God mingled with prayer. Consider and examine your heart – are you actively serving others in the church other than showing up to one service every once in a while? 





If not – REMEMBER WHAT YOU HAVE BEEN GIVEN IN CHRIST!

Conclusion:
You have been given so much – Encouragement, Comfort, Love, Fellowship with the Spirit and compassion. If you have received so much – shouldn’t you share that with others?!

If you won’t be involved in these ways for yourself and your own good – will you do it for me? Make my joy complete in this way… Or, do it For your family, children and loved ones perhaps? 

Or better yet, do it for the Lord Jesus Christ!


He lived for you. HE died for you. HE rose again from the Dead to secure the Victory for you! AND ALL SO THAT EVEN IF YOU FAIL TO LOVE OTHERS AS YOU OUGHT… you would be forgiven, holy and righteous in God’s Sight! 


Don’t look out for number 1… but rather remember that even though Christ was #1 – He became nothing to save you from Hell! Share that awesome love of Christ with one another thru treating everyone else as more important than yourself! 


And in that way, you will worship and bring honor to Christ, as you follow in His footsteps!
To God be the Glory! 
AMEN.
